Brief Lives  

Some of Kevin Low’s short biographies to accompany his portraits in the ‘Worlds Apart’ exhibition at Union Gallery (5–30 April 2012)
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Mister Edgell as Miss Lovesick

Mister Edgell is a lady with a sharp tongue and an immodest taste in dress, buxom always, and acid tongued. He is the Queen of the bawdy song and double entendre. In his opinion, he has a voice akin to an angel’s. In truth, however, an angel perhaps from the lower echelons of heaven.
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Portrait of the Dancer Lizzie Belle

Lizzie Belle is a close friend to royalty, so she boasts, having spent a number of nights at Balmoral. Lizzie dances with the greatest enthusiasm, a choreography imbued with the spice and jerking moves more commonplace in Arabia or those lands fringing Africa’s great desert.
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The Hippodrome ‘Savage’ Samuel

Samuel – not his mother’s given name – was, with six more of his kind, brought via New York and sailboat to Liverpool by a Wesleyan preacher. Just after the last Indian war, Samuel and his six ‘brothers’ had been sleeping against the wooden walls of the preacher’s parish chapel in a small town called Twofalls on the western edge of Ohio State. So primed for mischief were these young men that the preacher, a man called Woolfe, befriended them, calming there no slight bitterness, and prepared them for a life of honest work, of honoring God (in such simple ways to them) by allowing the civilized world to peek at their strangeness and be thrilled by their bravery in the saddle.
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The Lovely Miss Dowland

‘Miss Dowland cannot sing, nor can she charm snakes or swing fearless upon the tall trapeze. Miss Dowland is beautiful, greatly so, and has a soft grace which she utilises in her display of her catalogue of careful languid poses. As Aphrodite, an array of seashells protected her modesty. But here, for a penny or two, she is presented as Adam’s mate, in a state the customers have long clamoured to see … as God made her.’
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